Letters to Lulw

Susan Alston

Comic Book Legal Defense Fund
Northampton, MA

As a member of Fol, and the Director
of another nonprofit, charitable organi-
zation within the comic book industry,
I would like to be clear about the goals
and mission of the Friends of Lulu. It is
my understanding from our brochure
that our purpose is (1) to increase fe-
male readership of comics, (2) to pro-
mote the work of and improve working
conditions for women in comics, (3) to
offer networking opportunities for
women in comics, and (4) to facilitate
communication among women who
share the organization’s purpose. With
this in mind, and after re-reading the
FoL newsletters, | would like to suggest
that rather than spend our money on
“Social Events: parties at Chicago & San
Diego,” as stated in the 1996 goals in
the March newsletter, that the money
be designated for grants or scholarships
for aspiring women cartoonists. | don't
see that having parties is a very good
use of our money. Even though it may
be fun, our goals are supposed to be
more philanthropic. Heidi MacDonald’s
column, “Little Girls, Big Dreams,”
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to me that there is a need for encour-
aging females to pursue comics as a
career, and providing them with the
monetary means to that end would
be money much better spent—
rather than on parties.

On another note | would like
to comment on some (of what
| perceive to be) subtle male-
bashing and references to
censoring fleshy costumes at
cons as mentioned in the
October 1995 “Lulu’s Di-
ary” and newsletter. | real-
ize that everyone has a
right to an opinion on any
issue, but for an organiza-
tion that purports to support
comics and females in comics,

contrary (almost hypocritical) to

our purpose. Also, | think that the author
of “Lulu’s Diary” should be identified in
the column and if it is an individual’s
opinion it should be so stated. And, is it
necessary to cover the political and so-
cial events of the comic book industry in
our newsletter? How does it relate to our
mission to review Bill Tucci’s party or
make surreptitious comments about
thongs, boys’ toys, and fanboys—is this

RY Q@

f ind:’v.-‘dul coatributors

three-t!

[udie books Wert usually
hauste

: ex d their budge!
nc “gelect” gection. « + *

ered catalog listind

an Fol newsletter or a gos-
sip bulletin?
In addition, there
seem to be regular de-
rogatory references
about males scattered
throughout the news|et-
ters. Intentional or not,
they bother me. | like
men and boys, | like
the diversity between
males and females.
We have no control
over what gender we
are born to. We are
different, and | enjoy
and appreciate (and
sometimes loathe) the
differences. | comprehend
that we are separate genders
yet equal beings, and I hope
that FoL. members think similarly. Oth-
erwise, we are not going to accom-
plish out goals and we will lose the
respect of the very people we wish to
attract to our membership.

Heidi MacDonald replies: Well, /like
men and boys, too. (Egads, what a
straight line, but I'm biting my lip.)
Obviously, male-bashing has no place
in either Lulu’s Clubhouse or Fol
policy. | do reserve the right to ridi-
cule sexist attitudes, however, since
they are ridiculous, whether they’re
held by men or women. | think it’s
important to observe the distinction
between perceived male-bashing and
criticizing the status quo of the com-
ics industry, with its 95% male read-
ership. Refuting the idea that “women
don’t like to read comics” (which |
have heard expressed dozens and
dozens of times since we started Fol)
is central to our purpose.
“Lulu’s Diary” is written by several
contributors. | wanted to include it
in Lulu’s Clubhouse because our
newsletter doesn’t have to worry
about advertisers (like CBG and
Wizard) or owners (like Fan, TCJ,
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